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T has long been the policy of faction, to 

connect the intereſts of party with the 
ſecurity of religion, and to build the moſt 
deſperate views of ambition, upon the miſ- 
taken piety of mankind. Without recur- 
ring to the remoter periods of hiſtory, we 
may remember that the Holy League plunged: 
France into all the horrors of a civil war, 
by pretending an uncommon zeal for the 
purity of the Catholic communion ;z_ and in 
our ' own annals we may recollect, that 
Cromwell's hypocritical ſolicitude for the 
glory of the Lord, was the chief engine 


which enabled him to overturn | the an. 
tution. | 
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The diſaffected Colonies, in imitation of © - 


theſe Wluſtrious examples, have for ſome 
time played off their ſpiritual artillery upon 
the Britiſh nation, and endeavoured to kin- 
dle the flame of enthuſiaſm among our peo- 
ple, by repreſenting the grant of the Popiſn 
religion to the Canadians, as a meaſure 
highly alarming to every Proteſtant of the 


empire, 
Their adherents on our ſide of the At- 


lantic, have ſuſtained them. vigorouſly in this 
ſervice, and where they could not engage us 
to ſupport the political complaints of Ame-. 
rica, they have addreſſed us pathetically on 
the. dangers of the church. 
Hence oppoſition, has lately exhibited 
preachers from the turf, and reformers from 
the gaming table. Hence men whoſe lives 
ate à ſcandal: to all religion, have ſuddenly 
ſtarted up into champions of the orthodox 
faith, and hence the whole army of patridts 
have pronounced the Quebec act a more 
dangerous innovation if poſſible, than even the 
impoſition of a revenue upon the Ame- 
| ticans. 
Highly. to the credit of our national good 


ſeals; theſe attempts to excite a ſpirit of 


perſecution among us, have been treated with 
the 


WA 
"the contempt which they merited, and we 
have neither . it honourable for our 
country, iolate the public faith, nor 
beneficial Fu the Proteſtant cauſe, to tram- 
ple upon the rights of humanity. 

Yet 'as the popular clamour alu x the 
law for regulating the government of Que- 
dec ſtill continues, it may be proper (for the 
purpoſe of undeceiving the miſled) to ſhew 
in a few words, firſt, that popery ſo far from 
gaining an original eſtabliſhment under the 
Canada act, was eſtabliſhed in an Engliſh 
Colony above a century before Canada be- 
' longed to the crown of England; and ſe- 
- condly, that the Catholic religion ſo far from 
being in the leaſt diſagreeable to the diſaffected 
: Colonies, ' is not only allowed under the 
bands of the very congreſs, to |be- perfectly 
- confiflent with the friedom of the Proteſiaut 
- Provinces, but-to be a right which the Ca- 


. nadians poſſe ſs from THE ee GIFT 
- OF. Gov. 


Difficult ſoever as the proof of theſe | po- 
ſitions may appear at a firſt view, nothing is 
more eaſy, and therefore I ſubmit myſelf 


without any farther preliminary to the * 
ment of the reader. 


_ 
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Sir Cecilius Calvert, Lord Baltimore, "M 
firſt proprietor of Maryland, was an avoweg 
Roman - Catholic, and obtained. a Chartey 
for that Colony, ſolely with a view of eſta- 
bliſhing a ſettlement where he bimſelf, as 
well as others of his church, might enjoy 
the free exerciſe of religion, Before the 
Charter juſt mentioned, that tract of coun- 
try now diſtinguiſhed by the name of Mary- 
land, compoled a part of Virginia; but it 
was judged-expedient for the purpoſe of plant- 
ing this Catholic Colony, to diſmember Vir- 
Sinis, to declare the new plantation wholly 
independent of the Virginian laws, and to 
render it ſolely . to che Grown hs e 
land. 

The Arien of winnie i in i. e 


' indulge che Roman Catholics, was not the 


trary, they were diſtinguiſhed with immuni- 
ities ſuperior to all the other Calonies; and 


Maryland was the firſt ſettlement honoured 


ith the title of Province; 45 That the coun- 
try thus granted (I ſpeak the language: of 
the Charter) might be eminent above all 
ther parts of the ſaid territory, ( Engliſh Ame - 
rica) and dignified with higher titles. 


The 


* » 
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6.2.53 
1 The powers with which the popiſh pro- 
prietor Was himſelf inyeſted, Were very am- 
ple; the whole, executive authority of the 
ſtate was centred in his perſon; and in caſes 
of emergency, the whole legiſlative autho- 
rity alſo. In theſe caſes, his ordinances 
were deemed of equal validity with the pu- 
blic adds of the Provincial legiſlature, and 
were only ſo far reſtrained, as neither to injure 
the rights of the ſubject, nor to oppoſe the 
laws of England. He bad the liberty of le- 
vying troops, and the privilege of conferring 
titles, provided the titles he conferred were 
not uſed in the Mother. Country. He way 
| empowered | to pardon all offences, whether 
before or after judgment, He was eyen 
| made the univerſal patron « of all the Prote 52 
ant churches which might be erected i in che 
Colony and figally, to complete the encou- 
| ragement of f popery, the inhabitants of Mp 
ryland were exprefsly exempted from t 
ation, a favour which had not been beflowed 
upon any one of the Proteftant Colonies. . 
The reaſoo for this partiality in the.crown 
| to the Roman Catholic religion, is eaſily ac- 
counted ſor; in the reigns of James the 
Firſt and his ſon Charles, the miniſtry at- 
| ä to make the Colonies ſolely depend- 
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ent upon the perſon of the king, and in theſe 
unſettled periods of our conſtitution, the Com- 
mons were ſometimes - checked, when they 
. ventured to conſider America- as an appen- 
dage belonging to the kingdom. The Ro- 
man Catholics therefore being judged moſt 
devoted to the claims of monarchy, were 
treated with the greateſt degree of regard by 
the ſovereign; and as the laws would not al- 
| low them an equality with Proteſtants in 


England, it was judged politic to grant them 
a a ſuperiority in America. 


. Beſides the more diſcordant the religions 
ö | and.the conſtitutions of the ſeveral Provinces 
were , the greater the probability appeared 
of their ſeverally attaching themſelves to 
their common head; and as the republicans 
emigrated very faſt, it was thought proper 
to counterbalance their influence, by a Co- 


Tony heartily diſpoſed to favour the * 
ſions of the crown. 


— 


This accounts for the different forms of 

Colony government ; Papiſts were not tolerated 

in Maſſachuſet's Bay, nor by the laſt American 
FOOT? in Georgia, 


| . 
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The Maryland Charter was granted by 
Charles the Firſt to Lord Baltimore in the 
year 1632, juſt 143 years previous to the 
act for regulating the conſtitution of Canada; | 
yet the diſaffected Provinces did not diſco- 
ver till the year 1774, that popery had ever 
been eſtabliſhed in any part of Britiſh Ame- 
rica. Nay, what is ſtill more extraordinary, 
the Marylanders themſelves, are now become 
ſuch excellent Proteſtants, that they never 
heard of an eſtabliſhment - given to the po- 
piſh religion, till the late obnoxious law for 
ſettling the government of Quebec. They 
totally forget that their own exiſtence as 
2 Colony, is owing to this very religion 

_ which they abhor, and fo zealous are 
they for the uncorrupted doArines of Chrift, 
that they oppoſe the Catholic commu- 

nion, at the immediate expence of every 
principle which is founded upon Chriſtianity. 

It may poſſibly anſwer the purpoſes of 
the diſaffected Colonies, to forget many eſ- 
ſential circumftances of their hiſtory, but 
there are ſeveral things in ours, which 
mould hold a conſtant place in the recol- 
lection of every thinking Engliſhman. And 
firſt we ſhould remember, notwithſtanding 
0 all the ſenſeleſs clamour againſt popery, that 

A 5 wherever 


n 
wherever we have made an acquiſition of 
any foreign dominion to the Britiſh crown, 
there is not a ſingle inſtance of ſuch a ſtain 
upon our national humanity, as an attempt 
o force either our laws or our religion upon 
the people. 
The French ifonds of Jerſey and dente 
annexed to this kingdom, through the Nor- 
man line, almoſt five hundred years before 
the: diſcovery of America, till retain their 
native cuſtoms and their native faith. The 
ö rns of Minorca, bave in like manner 
been indulged with their own laws, no leſs 
than with their own religion, and it would 
| Have been barbarous to deny them either, 
when the full enjoyment of both, (as the event 
| has proved) can be.tolerated with ſuch per- 
ſect ſecurity to the intereſts of this country. 
Why then the Canadians, who had a claim 
to their religion not by favour, but by right; 
not by a condition equivocally implied, but 


28 much tenderneſs as our Roman Catholic 


ſubjects in Europe, will ſcarcely be ac- 
counted for, unleſs the exquiſite — . . 


.* the Congreſs, have adopted what they aboryi- 


nate as papiſtical tenets, unleſs they think that 
de = of truth ſhould det þy 


IE C 


n)) 
the haſeſt fraud, and deem it highly meritori- 
ous to act perfidioully with all of a different 
communion from themſelves. 

But admitting for argument ſake, that the 
late act to regulate the government of Ca- 
nada, had given an unprecedented eſtabliſk- 
ment to the Roman Catholic religion; and 
admitting alſo, that the national honour had 
not been expreſsly engaged for the grant to 
the Canadians, ſtill there can be no juſt rea- 
ſon why the rebellious Colonies ſhould num- 
ber that act in the catalogue of their gtiev- 
| ances, They are no way affected by the 
laws of the Province i in queſtion, and it is 
not a little extraordinary that they ſhould diſ- 
pute the right of the Mother Country to go- 
vern others, however they may deny her au- 
thority to govern thernſelves, - * ; 

; Their, objection to the Canada Act beſides, 
is the more unreaſonable, becauſe i in the very 
Province where the Congreſs is at this mo- 
ment deliberating, the free exerciſe of the 
| Romiſh communion is univerſally allowed. 
'N ay, in Pengfylvania the members of this 
_ faith, are as eligible to all the honourable em- 
* of the ſtate, as the members of the 
Proteſtant church, and it is that circumſtance 
cel to which we may attribute its ſupe- 
, | A6 riority 
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riority over every one of our other Colonies, 
not only in the point of wealth, but in the 
article of population. 

The enlarged mind of William Penn the 
firſt proprietor, ſaw that he had an extenſive 
country to people, and felt that inſtead of 
diſcouraging ſettlers by religious reſtraints, 
it was his intereſt to court them by every poſ- 
ſible indulgence, Judging no leſs wiſely as a 
philoſopher, than benevolently as a man, he 
perceived. that the circumſtance of private 
opinion in ſpirituals, was a matter of no 
conſequence whatever to the ſtate, provided 
the individual could be made a valuable ſub- 
ject “; he therefore invited emigrants of all 
denominations, and placed Chriſtians of every 
profeſſion, upon an exact line of political 
equality. 

The conduct of William Penn, in this re- 
ſpe, gave no alarm whatever, to any other 
Colony, becauſe no other Colony had a right 
to meddle in the government of Pennſylva- 
nia, Every particular Province was regulated 
by its own particular laws, and was controul- 
— 7 — | . — — 

Upon this principle parliament, in the 13th 
year of George the Second, gave even the Jews 
the . of natural dem ſubjects i in America. 


able | 
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able ſolely by the ſupremacy of the Mother 
Countr Yo 

It muſt indeed be ** that the Colonies 
give a temporal reaſon for their ſpiritual ob- 
9 jections to the Quebec AQ, and ſay that the 
dominion of Canada is now * ſo extended, 
modelled, and governed, as that by be- 
ing diſunited from us, detached from our 
intereſts, . by civil as {well as religious 
prejudices, that by their numbers daily ſwell- 
ing with Catholic emigrants from Europe, 
and by their devotion to adminiſtration /o 
friendly to their religion, they might become 
formidable to us, and on occaſion be fit 
inſtruments in the hands of power, to re- 
duce the ancient free Proteſtant Colonies, to 
the ſame ſtate of ſlavery with themſelves,” 
This the laſt Congreſs affirm in the 38h 
page of their pamphlet , where they addreſs 
the people of Great Britain, to be the evi- 
dent object of the Canada AQ; and they 
add in the ſame page. Nor can we ſup- 
preſs our / aſtoniſhment, that a Britiſh par- 
liament ſhould ever conſent to eſtabliſh in 
that country a religion, that has deluged 
Iv, iſland in We and ne W 
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* See 7 ExtraQts from the Votes and Pros 
Were of the Congreſs publiſbed in 1774. 
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bigotry, perſecution, murder and -rebellion 
through every part of the world.” The 
eandid reader will perhaps imagine in this 
place, that the united -Colonies really think 
the Canada Act too favourable to the Catho- 
lie Religion, and imagine that their appre- 
henſions are not wholly. without foundation. 
The Poles, however, are not more oppoſite. 
than this opinion to the truth. Far the 
very ſame publication which conveys the 
foregoing ſentiments of terror to the honeſt 
unſuſpecting Proteſtants of this kingdom, 
conveys alſo a letter from the diſaffected Colo- 
nies to the people of Canada, containing 
not only the [higheſt eulogium on the cha- 
racter of the Canadians, but repreſenting 
them rather as objects of Britiſh vengeance 
than of Britiſh favour, in the late Act for 
regulating their government. Nay, in this 
letter the Congreſs diſarm popery of all her 
racks, of all her engines, and even deny 
parliament the merit of giving her a tolerg- 
tion; they pronounce the free enjoyment of 
the popiſh religion, a right which the Ca- 
tholics derive from the immediate gift of 
God, and then requeſting that Canadian de- 
legates may be ſent to Philadelphia, inſtance 
he Swiſs Cantons, to prove that a dif- 
ference in ſpiritual opinions, is perfectly 

M ; compatible 


( 1s ) 
compatible with the political welfare of fo- 
ciety. | 
| The reader will deem the foregoing af- 
ſertion impoſſible, and naturally ſuppoſe. that 
if the Congreſs could be ſo loſt to all ſhame, 
as to write ſuch a panegyric on the popiſh 
religion, they could not be ſo loſt to all 
ſenſe, as to publiſh it with the ſame letter 
which reprobates popery to the people of 
Great Britain. Strange nevertheleſs as this 
may appear, the Congreſs have been guilty 
both of the wickedneſs, - and of- the folly 
with which they are here charged, and to 
put the fact beyond a doubt, the world 
ſhall here have the proof in their own 
N words. In the ſeyenty· ſecond page of the 
pamphlet printed under their authority in 
1774, they tell the Canadians what privi- 
vileges they are entitled to as Britiſh. ſub- 
jeAs, and then add“ Theſe are the rights 
you are entitled to, and qught at this mo- 
ment in perfection to exerciſe, And what 
is offered to you by the late Act of Par- 
liament in their place? Liberty of conſci- 
ence in your religion? No Go Gays iT 
ro vou, and the temporal powers, with 
which you have been and are connected, 
F1RMLY,STIPULATED for your, ENJOYMENT 
af it. Ir Laws DIVINE AND HUMAN 
cout 
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could ſecure it againſt the deſpotic eaprices 


of wicked men, it was ſecured before.” 
Here are American wiſdom, juſtice, and piety, 
for the people of Great Britain! The reli- 
gion which in page 38th the parliament had 
No AUTHORITY to grant, belongs in page 
72 by right divine to the Canadians; and 
though there it has diſperſed “ impiety, per- 
ſecution, murder and rebellion, through the 
world,” yet here it becomes the IMMEDIATE 
GIFT oF Gop ! | 

The Congreſs in page 48th are afflicted 
becauſe adminiſtration has been too favour- 
able to the religion of Canada. In page 72, 
they are afflicted becauſe adminiſtration has 


not been favourable enough ; and the better 


to raiſe diſcontents among the French Pro- 
vincials, tell them ** that the crown and its 
miniſters are empowered as far as they could 
be by parliament, to eſtabliſh even the in- 
quiſitton among them.” To complete the 
whole, the Congreſs thus addreſs the Cana- 
dians in page 79: '« We are too well ac- 
quainted with the liberality of ſentiment dif- 
tinguiſhing your nation, to imagine that dif- 
ference of religion will prejudice you againſt 
a hearty amity with us. You know that the 
irahſcendent nature of freedom elevates thoſe 
AAN * Fo 3 1 T4: 4 T1 who 
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peace with one another, 


(17) 
who unite in the cauſe, above all ſuch low 


minded infirmities. The Swiſs Cantons fur- 
niſh a memorable proof of this truth. Their 
union is compoſed of Catholic and Proteft- 


ant flates, living in the utmgſ concord and 


and thereby ena- 
bled, ever ſince they bravely vindicated” their 
freedom, to defy and defeat every tyrant which 
has invaded them,” 

It is impoſſible in this place to decide, whe- 
ther our indignation at the Colonies ſhould 
be moſt excited by the baſeneſs of their hy- 
pocriſy, or the inſolence of their preſump- 


tion. After repreſenting the Canadians as a 
nation of blood-thirſty bigots, highly danger- 


ous to the freedom of the Proteſtant Pro- 


vinces, we here ſee the Congreſs meanly 
ee theſe bigots a8 they call ther, into 


themſelves, which they arrogantly deny to 
the parliament of this kingdom. The legiſ- 
lature of Great Britain, according to their re- 


ſolutions, muſt not grant the people of Que- 


bee the free exerciſe of that religion, for 


which the public honour of the kingdom is 
ſolemnly pledged. The Delegates, however, 


may grant them all the rights of Proteſtant 


ſubjects: reſident within the realm. When 


the 


the Delegates preſs the full enjoyment of 
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the legiſlature of Globes Britain thioks of arm- 
ing the Canadians, then the difference of 
their communion inſtantly threatens the to- 
tal overthrow of our glorious conſtitution, 
But when the Delegates want to arm them, 
« then the exalted nature of freedom lit ts 
the French above all the low minded in- 
firmities ariſing from a diflimilarity of faith * 
and it becomes perfectly juſtifiable in the Co- 
lonies to cut our throats with popiſh ſwords, 
though jit is horrible in us, to think of em. 
ploying Papiſts againſt the Colonies, 


And here we muſt remark beſides, that tho? 


their religious rights upon the Papiſts 
Canada, they. haye always denied this fa- 


vour to the church of England. When the 


bare mention. of ſending out 2 biſhop to 
America, for the intereſts of our eſtabliſhed 
communion, has been made, the whole Con- 
tinent (if we except the poor epiſcopalians) 


has fired at the idea, and deſtruQtion has 
been denounced againſt the firſt mitre which 


ſhould dare, to appear in any, one of the Co- 
Ones. 
1 conſequence of this, the members of 


the Engliſh church bave not only loſt the 


religious rite of confirmation, but haye 
been conſtantly obliged at an immenſe ha- 
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| zard, as well as at an immenſe expence, 
to ſend ſuch of their youth to this coun- 
try for ordination, as they have dedicated 
to the ſervice of the altar. Let us there- 
fore hope, when tranquillity is reftored, that 
this circumſtance will be properly remem- 
bered, and that the Colonies will graciouffy 
think the church of England as much en- 
titled to the full enjoyment of her religion 


as the church of Rome, by the immediate 
gife of God.. 


Fat be it from me in this place to caft 


the leaſt reflection on the Catholic commu- 


nion; I have an equal reverence for good 


men of all perſuaſions, and I know that the 


Father of infinite mercy (to borrow an ex- 
preſſion from a great writer) is neither 'a 
Proteſtant, nor a Papiſt; neither a Preſby- 
tetian nor a Quaker. His religion is the 
religion of boundleſs benevolence, and that 
ſyſtem of faith is moſt acceptable in his 
ſight, which is moſt conſonant to the IE 
principles of humanity. 
Such therefore being « my 1 reli 
gion in general, it cannot be imagined that 
I entertain any particular objection to the 
proſeſſors of popery. On the contrary, I 


baye long thought our laws againft them 


highly oppreſſive, and in the preſent ſtate 
324 of 
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of public affairs, I would aſk whether com- 
mon policy does not loudly call for a relax- 


ation, at leaſt, of theſe laws, not only in 
Gteat Britain, but in Ireland? 


In this kingdom the Statutes againſt Ro- 


man Catholics ate very rigorous, But in 
Ireland they are abſolutely horrible. There 
the bonds of Nature are torn aſunder, as 

well as the ties of juſtice. There the ſon is 


encouraged to rob his father , and is ſet 


down as . an excellent. Proteſtant, . when he 


bas perpetrated a deed for which he ought to 
| be hunted from human ſociety, 


Some people indeed imagine, that if the 


- popery laws were relaxed, the Roman Ca- 
tholies would attempt to call in a prince 
of their own religion, and perhaps over- 
turn the conſtitution. For my part, I do 
nat know what the Papiſts could poſſibly gain 
either by rivetting chains upon themſelves, 


or or by entailing e upon * poſterity ; 


— Ne. 


elf the ſon oſ an kit Wannen 


an eſtate in fee, conforms to the Church of Eng- 
land. the father is inſtantly reduced to a tenant 
for life, and the Con formiſt inherits in fee, to the 


utter excluſion of every ſettlement that may have 
been made for the general intereſts of the family. 


but 
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but this I know, that two rebellions have taken 
place ſince the acceſſion of the Brunſwick 
family, to raiſe a popiſh pretender to the' 
throne of theſe kingdoms, yet the Catho- 
lics did not engage in either. On the con- 
trary, both were ſupported by the moſt in- 
veterate enemies to their communion, and 
at this moment when twelve Proteſtant Co- 
lonies of all - denominations, ate rebelling 
againſt the authority of the Britiſh” legiſla- 
ture, we find that neither the moſt' plauſible 
arts, nor the moſt formidable invaſion, has 
been able to detach a newly acquired Pro- 
vince of French Papiſts, from * allegi- 
ance to our government. . * 1 
A behaviour of ſuch a nature on the part 
of the Roman Catholics, deſerves the higheſt 
encouragement, The reſtraints originally 
laid upon popery, aroſe entirely from politi- 
cal motives, and the puniſhment ſhould na- 
turally ceaſe with the offence; where is 
our juſtice, if we viſit the fins of the fathers 
upon the heads. of their unoffending poſte- 
rity? Or where is our policy in treating ſo 
large a body of ſubjects as enemies to the 
ſtate, when we actually find them among 
the moſt Kalb n of the whole com- 


munity? 


If, 
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Ik, Rowever, we are neither actuated by 
| motives of juſtice nor . tenderneſs to the Ro- 
man Catholics, we ſhould be influenced by 
a prudent conſideration for our own inte- 
. reſt ; and ſince Proteſtants can take up arms 
- againſt ihe conſtitution, why ſhould not Pa- 
piſts be employed to preſerve it? Fifty 
thouſand gallant fellows now groaning un- 
der the weight of religious diſabilities, might 
be ſpeedily raiſed in Ireland ; and that loyal 
kingdom might be converted into a conſtant 
' nurſery for the armies of Great Britain, 
whereas by the fatal impolicy of the laws, the 
„ chief advantages of her military ſtrength are 
- now conſtantly poſſeſſed by our enemies. This 
evil is univerſally acknowledged, yet no at- 
tempt whatever is made to remove it. And 
to the aſtoniſhment of all the world, tho” Pa- 
piſts are received without ſcruple to fight our 
battles at ſea, they are not permitted to ven- 
ture their lives by land, for the welfare of 

their country “. | 
The prefent moment is peculiarly favours 
able to a reformation in this part of our po- 
tical FRO. "The "Congreld, © can make no 
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ſtroke of exquiſite policy, to raiſe recruits from the 
leaſt affected parts of Scotland, for the ſervice in 
America, 


objection 


tt) 


objefion” to it, beeauſe we have it unde? 
their own hands, that Roman Catholics are 


not only as ſtrenuous in ſupport of freedom 
as Proteftants'®, but that they poſſefs their re- 
ligiow from the immediate gift of God. The 


oppoſition in parliament can make no objec- 


tion to it, becauſe they implicitly adopt the 
ſentiments of the Colonies. The citizens 
of London can make no objection to it, be- 


; cabſe they are Americans in principle alſo, 
afid have lately voted their freedom in a gold 


box to Doctor Price, for aſſerting among other 
things, that any reftraints whatever upon 
the conſcience; are deſtructive to the inhe< 
rent rights of mankind. - And finally, the 
Proteſtants of Ireland can make no objection 


to the meaſure, becauſe if Lord Chatham 


himſelf is to be credited, they are likewiſe 


to à man,” animated in all ps ec the wi 
rit of America . 


What then ſtiould cor government, in 
the preſent ſtate of public affairs, from turn- 
ing the attachment of the Papiſts to the bene- 
fit of the nation? In anſwer to this queſtion 
ſome honeſt Proteſtant may reply, that let us 
talk as we pleaſe, Papiſts are nevertheleſs in- 
—— bigots, and may, if if not ſeverely re- 
"ON The ſtand made by the Corkcans againſt the 


French, is univerſally celebrated by the friends of 
the Colonies, as another proof of this aſſertion, 


Krained, 


* 
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theit lives entirely at the devotion of the pope: i 


IE. the-Papiſts are indeed ſuch incorrigible 


2 


bigots, I ſhall barely obſerve, that they have 
a very whimſical x way. of ſhewing their impli- 


eit obedience to the head of their church; for 
the ſovereign, pontiff, from being the diſpoſer . 


of kingdoms, has gradually ſunk into one of 


the leaſt conſiderable potentates of Europe 
within iwo centuries ; and the half of Eu- 


* rope alſo, has not only. been converted from 


popery withia the ſame period, but What is 
ſtill more remarkable, a few, Roman Catho - 


| lic prieſts have been the aging] ane 1 


all this geformation. D enn io. tia 
Even in the times of ſuperſtition, the Ro- 
wan Cathalics were wiſe enough to preſer | 
— 8 intereſt to the authority. of the pope. 
Francis the Firſt who continued a Papiſt 
all his life, fought to ſupport the Proteſt- 
ant League, when the reformation com · 
menced; and the emperor Charles the Fifth, 


imptiſoned Pope Clement the Seventh in e 


caſtle .of St. Angelo, the bis Imperial ma- 
jeſty was not only the grand perſecutor of the 


| Reforms, bus fo prieſt· ridden, as to termi- 


